




Bible Knowledge Commentary

… Sardis was located about 30miles southeast of Thyatira, on an 
important trade route… Important industries included jewellery, dye, 
and textiles, which had made the city wealthy. From a religious 
standpoint it was the centre of pagan worship…



Bible Places.com

Sardis was the capital of the Lydian empire and one of the 
greatest cities of the ancient world.

Artemis was the main goddess of the city and the temple 

dedicated to her in Sardis was one of the seven largest Greek 

temples (more than double the size of the Parthenon).





William Barclay

The combination of easy money and a loose moral environment 

made the people of Sardis notoriously soft and pleasure loving. 

“The great characteristic of Sardis was that, even on pagan lips, 

Sardis was a name of contempt… it was a city of the decadence.”…

Sardis was a city of peace, “not the peace won through battle, but 

the peace of a man whose dreams are dead and whose mind is 

asleep, the peace of lethargy and evasion.”



Overview of the passage…

a)Introduction

b)Commendation (Not!)

c) Rebuke

d)Exhortation

e)Conditional promise

f) Call to action



Revelation 3:1-6 (NIV)

To the Church in Sardis
3 “To the angel of the church in 
Sardis write:
These are the words of him who 
holds the seven spirits of God and the 
seven stars. I know your deeds; you 
have a reputation of being alive, but 
you are dead. 2 Wake up! Strengthen 
what remains and is about to die, for I 
have found your deeds unfinished in 
the sight of my God.

O le Fa‘aaliga 3:1-6

1“ ‘Ia e tusi fo‘i i le agelu o le ekalesia
o i Sarataisa:
“O ‘upu nei a lē ‘ua i ai agaga e 
to‘afitu o le Atua, ma fetū e fitu. ‘Ua
‘ou iloa au galuega; ‘ua ‘iā te oe le 
igoa ‘ua e ola, a ‘ua e oti. 2‘Ia e 
mataala, ma ‘ia e fa‘atūmuina mea
‘ua totoe, o le a mate; auā ‘ou te le‘i
iloa au galuega ‘ona ‘ato‘atoa i luma o 
le Atua.



3Remember, therefore, what you 
have received and heard; hold it fast, 
and repent. But if you do not wake 
up, I will come like a thief, and you 
will not know at what time I will 
come to you.

3 O lea fo‘i ‘ia e manatu ai i mea ‘ua e 
maua ma ‘ua e fa‘alogo ai; ‘ia e 
tāofiina, ma ‘ia e salamō. ‘Āfai ‘e te lē 
mataala, ‘ou te alu atu ‘iā te oe e pei 
o se gaoi, ‘e te lē iloa fo‘i le itūlā ‘ou 
te alu atu ai ‘iā te oe.



4 Yet you have a few people in Sardis 
who have not soiled their 
clothes. They will walk with me, 
dressed in white, for they are 
worthy. 5 The one who is 
victorious will, like them, be dressed 
in white. I will never blot out the 
name of that person from the book of 
life, but will acknowledge that name 
before my Father and his 
angels. 6 Whoever has ears, let them 
hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches.

4 O lo‘o ‘iā te oe ni nai tagata i
Sarataisa lava, o ē ‘ua lē
fa‘a‘ele‘eleaina o latou ‘ofu; e savavali
i latou ma a‘u i ‘ofu papa‘e, auā ‘ua
tatau ai mo i latou. 5O lē e 
manumālō, e fa‘a‘ofuina o ia i ‘ofu
papa‘e; ‘ou te lē soloi‘esea fo‘i lona
igoa i le tusi o le ola; a ‘ou te ta‘u atu
lona igoa i luma o lo‘u Tamā, ma luma
o ana agelu.
6“O lē ‘ua i ai taliga, fa‘alogo lelei mai
ia i le mea ‘ua fetalai mai ai le Agaga i
ekalesia.



Revelation 3:1a

“To the angel of the church in Sardis write:

These are the words of Him who holds the seven spirits of God and the 
seven stars.

‘Christ commissioned a messenger to tell us what He wants us to know!’



Revelation 3:1 (NIV)

These are the words of Him who holds the seven spirits of God and the 
seven stars…



Revelation 3:1 (NIV)

These are the words of Him who holds the seven spirits of God and the 
seven stars…





Revelation 3:1b (NIV)

I know your deeds; you have a reputation of being alive, but you are

dead.



1 Corinthians 4:5 (NIV)

Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait until the Lord 

comes. He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the

motives of the heart. At that time each will receive their praise from God.



“Wake up! Strengthen what remains and is about to die…”

Ephesians 6:10 (NIV)

… be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.



“Wake up! Strengthen what remains and is about to die…”

“Complete the work”

“Remember, therefore what you have received and heard”



“Wake up! Strengthen what remains and is about to die…”

“Complete the work”

“Remember, therefore what you have received and heard”

Romans 10:17 (NIV)
Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and 
the message is heard through the word about Christ.



“Wake up! Strengthen what remains and is about to die…”

“Complete the work”

“Remember, therefore what you have received and heard”

“Obey it, and repent”



Psalm 119:11
I have hidden your word in my heart

that I might not sin against you.



The Warning!

Revelation 3:3b

But if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not

know at what time I will come to you.



Revelation 3:4-5 (MSG)

4 “You still have a few followers of Jesus in Sardis who haven’t ruined

themselves wallowing in the muck of the world’s ways. They’ll walk 

with me on parade! They’ve proved their worth! 5 “Conquerors will

march in the victory parade, their names indelible in the Book of Life. I’ll

lead them up and present them by name to my Father and his Angels.



Revelation 3:4-5 (MSG)

4 “You still have a few followers of Jesus in Sardis who haven’t ruined

themselves wallowing in the muck of the world’s ways. They’ll walk 

with me on parade! They’ve proved their worth! 5 “Conquerors will

march in the victory parade, their names indelible in the Book of Life. I’ll

lead them up and present them by name to my Father and his Angels.



Asleep in the light

Do you see?

All the people

sinking down?

Don't you care?

Are you gonna let them drown?...

How can you be so numb?

Not to care if they come

You close your eyes,

And pretend the job’s done…



Bless me, Lord!“

You know, it's all I ever hear!

No one aches,

No one hurts,

No one even sheds one tear…



Oh, can't you see such sin?

The world is sleeping in the dark,

That the church just can't fight,

'cause it's asleep in the light

How can you be so dead?

When you've been so well fed

Jesus rose from the grave,

And you!

You can't even get out of bed!



Some things to ponder…

 Are we more concerned with what others think of us than what God

thinks?

 What sort of a reputation do we have with God?

 Are we awake, and are we listening? 

 Do we remember what we have heard and have received? 

 Are we doing what we need to do to strengthen what we have? 

 Are we living the repented life? 

 Are we completing the work that Christ has called us to do? 


